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(5) Dewey, M. (2002). "Medical dissertation: differences between successful and aborted research projects." Deutsche Medizinische Wochenschrift 127(24): 1307-+.


Background and objective: To obtain the title,Doctor medicinae" in Germany a dissertation is required. There are no data currently available to compare successful and unsuccessful student research projects. This study's aim was to determine observational differences between the two groups of successful and unsuccessful dissertations pursued by medical students.

Methods: All medical students of the 11(th) to 14(th) terms of study at the Charite Hospital in Berlin (n = 1036; 560 females [54.1 %] and 476 males [45.9%]) received a questionnaire, which invited them to describe the current and/or up to two aborted dissertations. The returned questionnaires were classified into "successful" and "unsuccessful" dissertations.

Results: 324 (31 %) students responded, describing 348 dissertation projects at the Charite. Of these, 72 were identified as successful and 65 as unsuccessful. Successful dissertations were significantly better supervised (the supervisor was available more often [64% vs. 29%]; the supervisor was more often helpful [57% vs. 9%]). Further, planning of successful projects was significantly better (dissertation faithful to agreed-on specifications [42% vs. 5%]; financially supported [39% vs. 8%]). In addition, efforts to attract the student as a future research partner were significantly more frequent when the dissertation was successful (50% vs. 17%).

Conclusion: Successful dissertations are clearly the result of better preparation and continuous close supervision. To improve the chances of success, better planning and supervision are essential. Moreover, financial support and proper preparation for scientific work, e.g., by special courses, maybe promising instruments to increase the fraction of successful dissertations.

(4) McCormack, C. (2004). Tensions between student and institutional conceptions of postgraduate research. Studies in Higher Education, 29(3), 319-334.

Universities assume that the conceptions of research represented in their policies and plans are universally applicable. However, if individual postgraduate research students experience significant tension between their understandings about research and those of the institution, and this tension impedes on-time completion, then the institutions may be faced with a research funding shortfall. In both Australia and the UK, government research funding is contingent on on-time student completion. With this imperative in mind, an in-depth longitudinal analysis of the experience of three female postgraduate research students was undertaken to explore the question: how universally applicable to individual students' conceptions are institutional conceptions of postgraduate research? The investigation found that the gap between the students' understandings about research and those of the university was so wide and persistent that on-time completion did not occur. As the gap was qualitatively different for each of the three women, it is suggested that an unknowable, but appreciable, number of students will also experience such gaps. It would seem desirable, then, for students and their supervisors to explore conceptions of research early in candidature, and to continue this exploration across the candidature, to enhance each student's ability to successfully negotiate tensions and so facilitate on-time completion.

(3) Berg, H. M., & Ferber, M. A. (1983). Men and Women Graduate Students: Who Succeeds and Why? The Journal of Higher Education, 54(6), 629-648.

Abstract. Our educational system, even today, resembles a pyramid. There is a very wide base that narrows rapidly as one moves toward higher levels. Only three-fourths of all young people complete high school, three-fifths of high school graduates go to college, and only about half of those who enter get a bachelor's degree.* Finally, about two-thirds of these graduates enroll for an advanced academic or professional degree.3 presumably these are, for the most part, people with the best qualifications and prospects for success. It has been a matter of considerable concern that only a limited proportion of this highly select group stay the course, and particular attention has been focused on the fact that the proportion of those who do so is considerably lower for women than for men.4 Much interesting work has been done on this subject, but some of the complexities have generally been overlooked.

(2) Birnie, J. , PROBLEMS OF Ph.D. THESIS COMPLETION: THE SITUATION IN PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY, Journal of geopraphy in higher education, Volume: 8 Issue: 2 (Octobert 1, 1984), pp: p192, 5p
Abstract. The article discusses the problems of thesis completion of Ph.D. in physical geography. It takes three years to obtain a Ph.D. in Great Britain. Research students are funded for three years, by a Research Council grant or by a university scholarship, and their institution makes facilities available for the same period. The completion of a Ph.D. thesis in three years is a problem. The situation is increasingly recognized by both students and supervisors. Students feel they are inadequately prepared to plan, and keep to, a realistic timetable. They also feel that the quality of their research may suffer if time limits are adhered to. Whilst the students do not hold supervisors directly responsible for completion problems, supervisors aid and involvement would improve plans as they are drawn up and executed, ensuring that research quality did not depend on prolonged data collection. At present, those students working in some subject areas seem more likely to encounter completion problems than others, and information to aid planning is particularly urgently required in these areas. Some re-examination of the conventional expectations of a Ph.D. thesis may be necessary.

(1) Booth, Alison L. and Stephen E. Satchell, The Hazards of Doing a PhD: An Analysis of Completion and Withdrawal Rates of British PhD Students in the 1980s, Journal of the Royal Statistical Society. Series A (Statistics in Society), Vol. 158, No. 2. (1995), pp. 297-318. 

Abstract. The paper examines the completion and withdrawal rates for British PhD students,

by using the 1986 national survey of 1980 graduates. The statistical analysis is carried out in a competing risks framework, based on the distributional assumptions of the generalized gamma family. The problem of thresholding of completion data is also addressed. We find considerable variability of completion rates across disciplines, gender and individuals' employment status while undertaking PhD research.

