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(7) Keeley, S. M., K. M. Shemberg, et al. (1988). "Dissertation Research in Clinical Psychology: Beyond Positivism?" Professional Psychology: Research and Practice 19(2): 216-222.

The traditional, received view of science is reviewed, and an emerging alternative epistemology is discussed. Current dissatisfaction with research generated in clinical psychology is documented. To determine the extent to which research training remains tied to the traditional model of science, abstracts from all dissertations in clinical psychology from the years 1965 and 1985 were reviewed. These were sorted into categories reflecting the major research designs used. Four categories reflected traditional epistemologies, and three reflected nontraditional approaches. Comparisons between the 1965 and 1985 works revealed a slight decrease in research following traditional lines and a small but meaningful increase in research stemming from alternative epistemologies. These findings are discussed in relation to future research training in clinical psychology and the continued viability of the Boulder model.
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(5) Belcher, D. and A. Hirvela (2005). "Writing the qualitative dissertation: what motivates and sustains commitment to a fuzzy genre?" Journal of English for Academic Purposes 4(3): 187-205.

Several L2 literacy specialists, for example, Flowerdew [Flowerdew, J. (1999). Problems in writing for scholarly publication in English: The case of Hong Kong. Journal of Second Language Writing, 8, 243-264], has pointed out that L2 writers may consciously avoid adopting qualitative research methods, undoubtedly because of the challenges that such a self-reflexive, rhetorically complex, and generically unstable research report mode poses. Those who advise L2 graduate students may wonder if these students should be discouraged from using qualitative methods. The goal of this qualitative study was to determine what initially motivates L2 doctoral dissertation writers to adopt a qualitative approach and what sustains their commitment to it. Both intrinsic and extrinsic motivation orientations were found in the self reports of these successful L2 qualitative dissertation writers, as were strong philosophical commitment to their research paradigm and intense intellectual curiosity about their topics. Some students, however, were more research paradigm-driven, while others were more topic-driven, but none perceived their status as L2 users as an insurmountable obstacle to success as qualitative dissertation writers.
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This paper considers the generic structure of Conclusion chapters in PhD theses or dissertations. From a corpus of 45 PhD theses covering a range of disciplines, chapters playing a concluding role were identified and analysed for their functional moves and steps. Most Conclusions were found to restate purpose, consolidate research space with a varied array of steps, recommend future research and cover practical applications, implications or recommendations. However a minority were found to focus more on the field than on the thesis itself. These field-oriented Conclusions tended to adopt a problem-solution text structure, or in one case, an argument structure. Variations in focus and structure between disciplines were also found.

(3) Chang, P. L. and P. N. Hsieh (1997). "A qualitative review of doctoral dissertations on management in Taiwan." Higher Education 33(2): 115-136.


The doctoral dissertation is viewed as the capstone to the doctoral program. This study reviews the research topics and methodologies of management doctoral dissertations from 1988 to 1994 in Taiwan. The results of the qualitative analysis of the 120 dissertations are reported as follows: (1) financial management attracted the greatest share of the attention of the doctoral students, followed by information management; (2) over half of the dissertations were discipline based with mathematics, psychology, economics, and computer science being the most common disciplines; (3) over half of the dissertations were predominantly causal; (4) in the case of empirical dissertations, survey methods were mostly used, while mathematical modeling was frequently applied in the case of the non-empirical studies; and (5) most of the empirical studies involved the information industry. In addition, future directions for management doctoral research are also provided.
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